Pastor Ronald L. Slaughter, a native of Orlando, Florida and an adopted son of
Georgia, is the youngest pastor in history to serve as Senior Pastor of Saint James

AME Church in Newark, New Jersey. On May 7, 2018, he earned his Doctor of
Ministry degree from Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C.

Over the course of fifteen years of ministry at Saint James AME Church, Pastor
Slaughter has led the congregation in extraordinary growth and transformation.
More than 1,800 souls have been added to the Kingdom; the church has eliminated
100% of its outstanding debt; and over two million dollars have been invested in
facility renovations and upgrades. Saint James is currently completing Mission
Possible, a $750,000 renovation of the first floor of its historic building. Scheduled
for completion in Fall 2026, the project will add a men’s restroom, multipurpose
room, board room, administrative offices, and classrooms all without borrowing or
securing a loan. Under Pastor Slaughter’s leadership, the Saint James family
continues to embrace God’s vision and live out its mission of “Making Disciples,
Building Families, and Meeting Needs.”

Pastor Slaughter proudly serves on several boards, including Wesley Theological
Seminary (Washington, D.C.) and as Chair of the St. Michael’s Medical Center
Board (Newark, NJ). On February 16, 2021, The Honorable Mayor Ras J. Baraka
appointed him as the first-ever Deputy Director of Community Relations within the
Newark Police Division. On September 25, 2023, The Honorable Governor Phil
Murphy appointed him Vice-Chairman of the New Jersey State Parole Board, and
on May 18, 2026, The Honorable Governor Mikie Sherrill reappointed him to the
same role. He 1s also a proud member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

Despite his many accomplishments, Pastor Slaughter readily acknowledges that
none of this would be possible without the love, support, and understanding of his
family. He is eternally grateful for his wife, Kyla Trinette Brown Slaughter, and their
children: Kelsey Alice, Kellyn Skyla, Kylynn Rona, and Ronald Levant
“R2.” Pastor Slaughter often reflects that God has done all of this to show that God
can use someone who remains “a work in progress.” With unwavering faith, he
believes that “the best in Christ Jesus is yet to come.”



